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2 A mistake is not serious unless it is repeated.    Anon 

 
Vicar  -  Revd Glenn Coggins                       

              The Vicarage, 1 Church Lane,  

              East Ardsley,  Wakefield.   

              Tel: 01924 822184      

              E-mail: glenn@cogginsg.freeserve.co.uk 
 

Assistant Curate (Non Stipendary)  -    Revd Graham Green 
 

Reader Emeritus   -  Enid Watson 
 

Church Wardens  -  Val Hargreaves  Tel: 0113 2535892 

                              -  Mavis Roberts   Tel: 01924 823952           
 

Warden Emeritus  -  Irene Broadhead  
 

Deputy Wardens   -  Chris Hunt.   John Brayshaw 
 

Treasurer  -  John Brayshaw  Tel: 0113 2532796 
 

P.C.C. Secretary  -  Glennis Haigh  Tel: 01924 822029 
 

Church Hall Bookings  -  Val Hargreaves  Tel: 0113 2535892 
 

Organist  -  Ken Sharp  E-mail: kenneth@sharp8524.fsnet.co.uk 
 

ôChurch Outlookõ Editor - Malcolm Rennison  Tel: 0113 2535107   

                                           E-mail: mr52msr@hotmail.co.uk 
                           

                         Advertisements - Richard & Kath Barker  Tel: 01924 823164 

                                           Email: richardbarker158_@hotmail.com  
                
        Distribution Co-ordinator -  Mavis Roberts  Tel: 01924 823952 
       

ôWeb Masterõ - Graham Green. E-mail: webmaster@stmichaelspc.co.uk 

St. Michaelõs Church WEB site :  www.stmichaelspc.co.uk 

 
         
 

Minister  -  Revd. Paul Martin 

                              4 Mardale Road, Dewsbury. WF12 7NR  

                                                Tel: 01924 461788  

                              E-mail: paul.martin0808@btinternet.com 

 

                          Senior Church Steward  -  Mrs Irene Smith 

                               122 Cherry Tree Walk, East Ardsley. WF3 2AJ 

                                                Tel: 01924 829868 

Please take into consideration 

the Vicarõs Rest Day is Friday,  

so please contact him only in 

an emergency on this day.   

  St. Michaelõs Church Directory 

  Methodist Church  

There are no prizes for those who spotted ôcomputer errorsõ in the    
Christmas edition of  Church Outlook.    I blame the proof reader!  

Please accept my apologies.         Editor 

 31 

 Who, What & When at St. Michaelõs (with St.Gabrielõs, Fall Lane) 
 

 

Children and Young People 

 

Smarties 9:15-11am during term time. Wednesday  in the Church Hall, ages 0 - 3yrs     
             Contact:  Barbara Vaughan 01924 823357 

 

Sunday School  10 - 11 am during term time in the Church Hall, ages 3 upwards    

              Contact:  Glennis Haigh 01924 822029 
 

Seekers  7:30 - 9:00 pm Sundays (fortnightly) in the Church hall, ages 11 - 18                     

              Contact:  Craig Bardy 01924 458583 
  

All Age Groups 
  

Choir   10:00 am service at St. Michaelõs plus weddings, 

              Thursday choir practice 7.00 - 8.00 pm. Ages from 10 upwards,    

              Contact:  Mavis Roberts 01924 823952        
 

Bell Ringers  9:30 am Sundays. 5:30pm first Sunday, Monday practice 7:15 - 8:45 pm    

             Contact:  Gordon Haigh 01924 822029 
 

Menõs Group  7.30 pm on 3rd or 4th Wednesday in the month (as advised)   

                          At the Conservative Club (unless an ôout visitõ is arranged). 

                          A social evening with a guest speaker/visit to a place of interest  

              Contact:  Ian Bardy 0113 2524266   
 

Ladyõs Group  ôGirls Night Outõ meet second Fri. in month 7.30 pm in the Church Hall.             

               Contact:  Chris Swift 01924 821039  or  Anne Fisher 01924 691604   
     

East Ardsley Art Club  7.00 pm - 9.00 pm Wednesdays during term time 

             Contact:  Val Hargreaves  0113 2535892 
 

East Ardsley Flower Club 7.15 pm on third Monday in month (except August) 
     in the Church Hall. Floral Art by Area, National and International demonstrators. 

               Contact:  Marion Waldock  01924 828760  
 

Kntting for the Needy  2.00 pm - 4.00 pm  2nd Tuesday in the Church Hall. 

               A group who knit, sew, & crochet blankets & clothes for African Orphanages.                         

               Contact:  Hazel Rennison  0113 2535107  
 

Prayer and Praise  8.00 pm - 9.30 pm Thursdays - Rotating House Group. 

               An inter-denominational group which includes study courses, informal      

               worship and music.  A chance to learn new songs.  

               Contact:  John Brayshaw 0113 2532796                                  
` 

Bible Study Group  7.45 pm Tuesdays. An informal ecumenical House Group.                  
             Contact:  Chris and Hilary Hunt 01924 822165 

    Church Outlook printed by ôõCard Shackõ  581a Leeds Road, Outwood, Wakefield 

Items, articles and reports for inclusion in the next edition of ôChurch Outlookõ        

should reach the Editor preferably by email: mr52msr@hotmail.co.uk   

otherwise clearly written, by the 9th February please.    

http://www.stmichaelspc.co.uk/
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Some more everyday sayings that are based on the Bible, look them up for yourself. 

 
 

óO ye of little faithô ééééééééééééééééééééééé  Matthew 6:30 
 

óon oneôs own headô ééééééééééééééééé  Psalm 7:16 also Acts 18:6 
 

óout of the Arkô  ééééééééééééééééééééééééé. Genesis 8:19 
 

óout of the mouths of babes and suckling'sô éé ééé  Psalm 8:2 also Matthew 21:16 
 

óparting of the waysô éééééééééééééééééééééé... Ezekiel 21:21 
 

ópatience of Jobô ééééééééééééééééééééééJames 5:11 also Job 
 

ópoor out oneôs heartô éééééééééééééPsalm 62:8 also Lamentations 2:19 
 

ópowers that beô ééééééééééééééééééééééééé..Romans 13:1 
 

ópressing onô (towards the goal) éééééééééééééééééPhilippians 3:14 
 

óput words in his/her mouthô éééé.Various ésee Exodus 4:15, Deuteronomy 18:18  
 

Adapted from - ôFamous Phrases from the Bibleõ  É  Bible Society 
 

                                                                                                                   To be continued.    Editor  

Everyday ôSayingsõ 

We all know the Bible story of Moses leading the Israelites out of Egypt to the 
Promised Land, and if you happened to watch the excellent ôThe Bibleõ pre-
Christmas series on TV, Channel 5,  sponsored by ôSpring Harvestõ you will under-
stand the humour in the following . . .  

 

MOSES AND THE RED SEA 
 

     Nine-year-old Joey was asked by his mother what he had learned in     

  Sunday School.  
 

   ñWell, Mom, our teacher told us how God sent Moses behind enemy      

    lines on a rescue mission to lead the Israelites out of Egypt.  

    When he got to the Red Sea , he had his army build a pontoon   

    bridge and all the people walked across safely. Then he radioed  

    headquarters for reinforcements. They sent bombers to blow up the   

    bridge and all the Israelites were saved.ò 
 

   ñNow, Joey, is that really what your teacher taught you?ò                          

  his Mother asked. 
 

   ñWell, no, Mom. But, if I told it the way the teacher did,  

     you'd never believe it!ò 
 

                                                               Seen in a Christian magazine.    Editor 
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In this Edition:   St. Michaelõs 

  Tea/Coffee  

 Mornings 

Saturdays: 
 

4th January 

 

1st February 

     10 am  to  11.30 am 

 In  the  Church   

This coming year, let us . . . 
  

Give up - 

 -  complaining . . . . . . focus on gratitude. 

 -  harsh judgements . . think kind thoughts. 

 -  worrying . . . . . . . . . trust divine providence. 

 -  discouragement . . . .be full of hope. 

 -  bitterness . . . . . . . . .turn to forgiveness. 

 -  hatred . . . . . . . . . . . return good for evil.  

 -  anger  . . . . . . . . . . . practice patience. 

 -  pettiness . . . . . . . . . put on maturity. 

 -  gloom . . . . . . . . . . . enjoy the beauty that is around us. 

 -  gossiping . . . . . . . . . control the tongue. 
 

            From Maltaõs Anglican Pro-Cathedral magazine. 
 

   A Happy New Year  

Forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the achievements of the future.    Anon 
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The Vicar writes . . . .    

Dear friends, 

I n the Churchôs year January sees the arrival of the three wise men to visit baby Jesus bringing their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh, known as 
the Epiphany.  Each of the gifts represent a different aspect of Jesusô character. 
Gold for a king, frankincense to remind us that Jesus is to be worshipped and 
myrrh is symbolic of his death. Epiphany is twelve days after Christmas and 
marks the end of the Christmas period when the decorations are returned to the 
loft. The twinkling lights are turned off and we journey through January    
awaiting the arrival of spring. Another thing that happens around this time is 
the arrival of the bills to pay for the gifts we may have bought for Christmas. 
Sadly by now the latest gizmo may be broken and under the stairs. Some      
presents may have been returned to the shop and the thought of paying for food 
eaten in December is hard to stomach. Yes January takes on a different flavour 
to December and can bring struggles in many areas of life and also in our purse 
or wallet. 
    One area of struggle for some people can be making ends meet. To help   
people budget their money the churches in Ardsley and Tingley are running 
the CAP Money course. This is a revolutionary, free money management 
course that teaches people budgeting skills and simple cash based system that 
really works. This course will help anyone to gain more control over their    
finances so they can save, give and prevent debt. 
    The course is for all people no matter what their financial situation and the 
tools that are taught on the course are vital life skills.  So whether you are    
financially well-off or not, self-employed, on benefits or in debt ï  

this course is for you! 
    The course is run over three sessions and teaches you how to build a budget 

to see how you are using your money. Then you will cover the CAP Money     
system which teaches you how to manage your money using three accounts to 
help prioritise your spending and save money for the things you have planned 
for.  It will also challenge you to live from week to week with cash instead of 
credit and debit cards. Using cash helps you to bring the value back to what 
youôre spending and means you know exactly where you are with your money. 

    Churches Together in Ardsley and Tingley will be running the course on    
    Wednesday 26thFebruary, 12th March and 26th March at 7:30 pm in West     

    Ardsley Methodist Church (bottom of Haigh Moor Road) for three weeks.   

The course co-ordinator is Catherine Rainford on 0113 2380631 ï please ring 

her for further information and to book your place.                                              
This course is devised by the award winning debt counselling charity            

   Christians Against Poverty.  WEB details -www.capmoneycourse.org   
 

With best regards,  
 

Glenn  
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 Most smiles are started by another smile.       Anon 

          Contact: Ian Bardy                                             Tel: 01132 524266                                

Fellas . . .   join us for an enjoyable, informative social evening 

at the Conservative Club,  7.30 pm. (unless an ôout visitõ is arranged) 

with kind permission of the Club Committee. 

 

Wed.  Jan. 15th    Evening meal together at ôZuccinisõ, Batley. 
  

Wed.  Feb. 19th   Visit to Coca Cola Works.  Tour starts at 7.00 pm        

Menõs Group 

         Contact: Chris Swift                                              Tel: 01924 821039 
 

 Meetings usually held on first Friday in the month in the Church Hall, 7.30pm  

 . . . to which all ladies are invited for a ôgirls night outõ. 
 

Fri.  Jan. 3rd    New Year Party .  6.00 pm for 6.30 pm 
          

Fri.  Feb. 14th  To be arranged.  [ Note: Change of date ]                                                            

ôGirls night outõ 

Celebration Concert 
 

 On Saturday November 30th I celebrated my BIG birthday with a  concert   
 in the Church hall.  Entertainment was provided by the    
 Yeadon Handbells   together with Flanders and Swann songs by a  trio -    
 ôTransport of Delightõ from York. 
 

 A capacity audience enjoyed the successful evening which, with individual   
 donations, raised Ã735 for Christian Aidõs Partnership Scheme to help the   
 disabled in the Middle East. 

 

Many thanks to all who helped to make the evening such a success. 

 

                                                                                                                                           Hazel Rennison      

SMILING 

Smiling is infectious; you catch it like the flu, 
         When someone smiled at me today, I started smiling too. 
              I passed around the corner, and someone saw me grin, 
              And when he smiled I realised Iõd passed it on to him. 
              I thought about the smile and realised its true worth, 
              A single smile like mine, could travel round the earth. 
              So if you feel a smile begin, donõt leave it undetected, 
         Letõs start an epidemic quick and get the world infected! 

Seen in a gift shop at Fort Agustus, Scotland 

http://www.capmoneycourse.org/
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 CHURCH  SERVICES    East Ardsley 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

                         8.30 am  Every Tuesday   -  Morning Prayer (said) at St. Michaelõs 

                         9.30 am  Every Thursday  -  Holy Communion  at  St. Michaelõs  

   

                   Sunday  5th. - Epiphany   
 

10.00 am AAW   St. Michaelõs.      10.30 am MS   Methodist Church.      

  4.00 pm HC  St. Gabrielõs.                      
          Sunday  12th. - 1st Sunday of Epiphany   

                             

                           The Baptism of Christ. 

10.00 am HC   St. Michaelõs.          10.30 am MS   Methodist Church. 
 

                                             Sunday  19th. - 2nd Sunday of Epiphany 
            
                                                    Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

                                                         10.00 am HC   St. Michaelõs.       

                                               10.30 am Covenant Service  Methodist Church. 

                                      6.00 pm St. Michaelôs Joint service for Christian unity -                  
                                                                          Churches Together in Ardsley           

 

                                             Sunday  26th. - 3rd Sunday of Epiphany 

 

                      10.00am HC   St. Michaelõs.     10.30am MS  Methodist Church. 

 

                       
 

                         8.30 am  Every Tuesday   -  Morning Prayer (said) at St. Michaelõs 

                         9.30 am  Every Thursday  -  Holy Communion  at St. Michaelõs   
                                                                                                                 

                                                                   Sunday  2nd. -  4th Sunday of Epiphany                
                                                

                                               Candlemas 
10.00 am AAW   St. Michaelõs. - Visiting Leprosy Mission Speaker       
  4.00 pm  HC  St. Gabrielõs.       10.30 am MS   Methodist Church.        

 

                                                                    Sunday  9th. -  4th Sunday before Lent    

 

                         10.00 am HC   St. Michaelõs.          10.30 am MS   Methodist Church. 
 

                                                                 Sunday  16th. - 3rd Sunday before Lent (Septuagesima) 
 

                         10.00 am HC   St. Michaelõs.          10.30 am  LS   Methodist Church. 
 

                                                                 Sunday  23rd. - 2nd Sunday before Lent (Sexagesima)  
 

                         10.00 am HC   St. Michaelõs.          10.30 am MS   Methodist Church. 

AAW -  All Age Worship.   HC - Holy Communion.   LS - Lordõs Supper.  MS - Morning Service.                                    

JANUARY 

FEBRUARY 

Broken 
Whoever is broken cannot make himself whole as he once was 

but whoever submits his brokenness to the cross 
can be embraced and gathered up in His strong hands 
be part of Godõs eternity, a shining fragment fixed forever  

in His magnificent mosaic. 
                                                                            Seen in St. Michaelõs Church, Bempton. 
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T oday we mourn the passing of a beloved old friend, Common Sense, 

who has been with us for many years. No one knows for sure how old 

he was, since his birth records were long ago lost in bureaucratic red tape.                                

    He will be remembered as having cultivated such valuable lessons as:  

 -  Knowing when to come in out of the rain  

 -  Why the early bird gets the worm  

 -  Life isn't always fair  

 -  and . . . maybe it was my fault  

  

    Common Sense lived by simple, sound financial policies:  

                   -  don't spend more than you can earn                                                                             

                   -  and reliable strategies - adults, not children, are in charge.                                                               
 

    His health began to deteriorate rapidly when well -intentioned but over-

bearing regulations were set in place.  

Reports of a 6 -year-old boy charged with sexual harassment for kissing a 

classmate; teenagers suspended from school for using mouthwash after 

lunch;  and a teacher fired for reprimanding an unruly student, only wors-

ened his condition.  
 

    Common Sense lost ground when parents attacked teachers for doing 

the job that they themselves had failed to do in disciplining their unruly 

children.  It declined even further when schools were required to get pa-

rental consent to administer sun lotion or an Aspirin to a student but 

couldnõt inform parents when a student became pregnant and wanted to 

have an abortion.  

    Common Sense lost the will to live when criminals received better treat-

ment than their victims.  

    Common Sense took a beating when you couldn't defend yourself from a    

burglar in your own home and the burglar could sue you for assault.  

    Common Sense finally gave up the will to live, after a woman failed to 

realise that a steaming cup of coffee was hot.  She spilled a little in her 

lap, and was promptly awarded a huge settlement.  
 

Common Sense was preceded in death, by his parents, Truth and Trust, by 

his wife, Discretion, by his daughter, Responsibility, and by his son, Reason.  

He is survived by his 4 stepbrothers:  

 

                  1.  I Know My Rights                          2.  I Want It Now  

                     3.  Someone Else Is To Blame          4.  I'm A Victim  

 

                                                                                   Author unknown 

Remembering Mr Common Sense 
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A contribution for õChurch Outlookõ  received from Enid Watson . . . .  
 

Becoming Reader Emeritus means that I have retired after being a Lay 

Reader for ten years and having reached three score years and ten.  

However, I am allowed to retain the title - Reader, as an honour.  

     Training as a Lay Reader is a three year course involving study days, 

lectures and writing essays.  Although time consuming it is very interesting  

looking at the Bible from different points of view, researching ethics and  

different faiths.  

     I think every member of the congregation should prepare a sermon  

because it means in depth study of a passage of the Bible and this does 

you far more good than listening to someone else.  

     The title ôLay Readerõ is confusing to people because many members 

from the congregation read the Bible in church without going through such 

lengthy training.  

     The Lay Reader has permission from the Bishop to read the service - 

Prayer book.  In other words - lead the service and when necessary preach.  

We can give Holy Communion using reserved sacrament in church but    

usually out in the community with the elderly and the sick.  

 

     I became a Lay Reader in 1995 in order to help the Vicar - Revd Bryan 

Ellis at St Andrewõs and St. Swithunõs, Eastmoor, Wakefield.  I worked 

more  often at St. Swithunõs and it was there that I first met Eric and 

Joan Davey.  Eric was a dear saintly man and it was a privilege to lead a 

service for him.  Joan told me I needed to wear more make up because I 

looked as white as the surplus I was wearing.  

 

     I came to St. Michaelõs in 2010 to be nearer home and received a    

wonderful welcome.  I had hoped to be fully involved at St. Michaelõs and 

carrying out all my Lay Reader duties to the full.  Unfortunately soon after 

joining St. Michaelõs I had a bad fall which means I am now in a wheelchair 

and finding great difficulty in getting to church.   

     Even though I now at the moment cannot get to church I receive     

wonderful support from St. Michaelõs.  Wendy faithfully brings the News 

letter each week so I still do pray for what is going on.  Glenn comes 

monthly with communion and it was great having the Lent meetings here.  

 

     The Muscular Dystrophy has got worse but that will not deter me from  

trying to get to church. The Spirit indeed is very willing even though the 

flesh is weak.  
                                        Enid Watson                                                                           

Lay Reader Emeritus  
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 Parish Profile      (Getting to Know You)   -   Lisa Hardy   

 

Where were you brought up?  
 

     I was born and brought up in East Ardsley 

 

What family do you have?  
 

     A husband,Ástep children, sisters and their families. 

    

What made you come to East Ardsley Church?  
  

     There is a sense of belonging at St. Michael's and it                   

is such a beautiful building.                

   

What career or jobs have you done in the past?      
  

     I have always worked in IT. 
                                                           

Have you a particular hobby or interest and how do you relax?  
  

     I enjoy walking and reading, but not at the same time, unless it's a map!    

     

Is there a verse, hymn or quotation that has particularly inspired you?     
  

     There are too many to mention. 
          

What is the most exciting thing thatõs happened to you recently? 
 

     BeingÁtold by my nieces and nephews that I'm an honoraryÁrecipient of their        

     'Secret Santa' this year. 
       

What is the most important lesson life has taught you?  
  

     Treat people as you want to be treated yourself. 
        

What is your greatest regret?  
 

     Not getting a chance to see my Dad and say 'goodbye' before he died. 
         

What one thing would you like to do in the next twelve months?  
 

     Relax more! 

                                                                Thanks Lisa for sharing this with us.    Editor                        

      Said by Headmaster Edwin Robert Manley at the first Rothwell Grammar School       
      speech day . . . .  

   òMy idea of an educated person is a man or woman with a fearless and 
unprejudiced mind, who has developed their natural powers to the point at 
which they can delight in good things, so that they can themselves have a 
full life, and by the fullness of their own life benefit all with whom they 
come into contact.ó 

                                                                                                                                                                  Provided by Val Hargreaves, a former pupil . 
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                             From the Parish Registers 
 

                      Welcome to our recent baptism candidates 

                          Children:  

        Annie Wilcock.  Ruby Baldwin.  Edward Daw.  Annabel Parlett.   

                                                   
         Wedding Blessing 

   

                                          Congratulations to:                                
 

                         Simon and Susan Bulmar   

 
   

             who have recently celebrated their 25th Wedding Anniversary 
              

Our thoughts and prayers are with the family and friends  
of those who have died recently: 

 
   
      

 
 

                                   
                             

 

 

Marjorie Stephenson. Aged 93yrs 

Joseph Arundel.  Aged 77 yrs 

Thomas Rodgers. Aged 88 yrs 

Harry Holes. Aged 90 yrs       

Alice Curchin.  Aged 72 yrs 

Harry Hayter.  Aged 85 yrs 

Harold Binks.  Aged 86 yrs 

Anthony Foster. Aged 82 yrs 

Life is like a game of chess, changing with every move.      Chinese Proverb 

                 

  These things are beautiful beyond belief; 
 

  The pleasant weakness that comes after pain, 

  The radiant greenness that comes after rain, 

  The deepening faith that follows after grief, 

  And the awakening to love again. 
 

                                                                          Author unknown 

God hath not promised skies always blue, 
Flower- strewn pathways all our lives through, 
God hath not promised sun without rain, 
Joy without sorrow, peace without pain. 
But God hath promised strength for the day, 
Rest for the labour, light for the way, 
Grace for the trials, help from above, 
Unfailing sympathy, undying love. 
 

                                             Annie Johnson Flint 
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 ANOTHER  ST. MICHAELõS  CHURCH 

    St.Michael and All Angels, Thornhill, 

stands on the south side of the Calder valley in 

the  Diocese of Wakefield (for the time being!).            
It is described as -  

         'A church for the whole community'.     

Part Medieval and part Victorian it is a Grade 1  
listed building, with a rich heritage. 
 

On entering the porch an additional vestibule 
leads into the church via beautiful engraved twin glass doors. I called on a 

Wednesday when the popular óAngels Caf®ô, run by angelic volunteers,       
provides hot and cold lunches for the community with entertainment provided 

by pianist Colin Kneen.  I enjoyed soup and crusty bread served by Margaret 

Short, prepared by Linda Davis and Angela Walker who told me that over 

£1,460 had been donated to eight Charities during 2013 from the Angels Café.             
There is also a well stocked Fair Trade Stall in the church with an honesty box.  
 

      An interesting information booklet reveals that Thornhill had a church and 

a Priest in 1066, as recorded in the Domesday Book. A major reconstruction of 

the church was undertaken in 1875/1876 when fragments of a 9C cross was 
found confirming that there would have been a church on the site probably 

from the 7C. The Savileôs, a wealthy landowning family built a Chantry Chapel 

in 1447, extended in 1493, to house their tombs and memorials.  The family 
lived at Thornhill Hall, opposite the church (now Rectory Park) until the 1600s. 

The Lord and Lady Savileôs of those times are shown in stained glass adorned 

with their heraldic symbol, the owl, which later went on to become the symbol 
of the city of Leeds. The East window of the chapel is a 15th century óDoomô 

window,  depicting the Resurrection of the Dead and their admission to Heaven 

and Hell.  Today the chapel holds fabulous examples of medieval stained glass 

and a display of ancient artefacts found on the site.   
 

Restoration continued into the 20C and is still on-going with generous repair 

grants from English Heritage and the Heritage Lottery. An ingenious reproduc-

tion of the East window onto back lit canvas conceals scaffolding enabling  

services to continue during restoration. The congregation have the luxury of 
beautifully embroidered kneelers during services led by Priest-in-Charge Revd. 

Sue Clarke assisted by three Readers and a Lay Pastoral Minister. 
  

Just by chance I spoke to Ken Sharp our organist, about Thornhill Church and 

he told me that his firm had been engaged on the electrics there.      
 

Source: Extract from ôHeritage Highlightsõ written by Charlotte Gerry and Church Heritage Guides 
                     plus personal observation during a visit.       Editor 

All history is incomprehensible without Christ.        Ernest Renan 
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 .  

Candlemas Day   

      2nd February is Candlemas Day.  

   (the Christian festival  of l ights )      

T his ancient festival marks the midpoint of 
winter, halfway between the shortest day 
and the spring equinox.  

    Candlemas is a traditional Christian festival  
commemorating the ritual purification of Mary 
forty days after the birth of her son Jesus.     
    On this day, Christians remember the  
presentation of Jesus Christ in the Temple.  
    Forty days after the birth of a Jewish boy, it was the custom 
to take him to the temple in Jerusalem to be presented to God 
by his thankful parents.  
    In pre -Christian times, this day was known as the 'Feast of 
Lights' and celebrated the increasing strength of the life -giving 
sun as winter gave way to spring.  

How did the 2nd Feb. come to be called Candlemas?  

    It was the day of the year when all the candles, that were 
to be used in the church during the coming year, were brought 
into church and a blessing was said over them -  so it was the    
Festival Day (or 'mass') of the Candles.  
    Candles were important in those days not only because 
there were no electric lights. Some people thought they gave 
protection against plague and illness and famine.  

    For Christians, they were (and still are) a reminder of some-
thing even more important. Before Jesus came to earth, it was 
as if everyone was 'in the dark'. People often felt lost and 
lonely. Afraid. As if they were on their own, with no one to 
help them. Then came Jesus with his message that he is with 
his followers always ready to help and comfort them. As if he 
is a guiding light to them in the darkness. Christians often talk 
of Jesus as 'the light of the World' -  and candles are lit during 
church services to remind Christians of this.  

Candlemas's Day also has two other names . . .   

¶ One is the 'Presentation of Christ in the Temple'.  

¶ The other is the 'Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary'.  

These names come from special events in the life of Jesus.  

                                                 Source: http://projectbritain.com/year/candlemas 

òGodõs plans for you this year may outshine those of the past.ó     Jani Eareckson Tada 
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 SAINT  OF  THE  MONTH  
 

S 
aint Brigit of Kildare (Irish: c. 451ï525), also known as Brigit of 

Ireland, is one of Ireland's patron saints along with Patrick and 
Columba.  Her name is also variously spelled as Brigid, Bridget, 

Bridgit, Bríd, and Bride and she is sometimes known as Mary of the 

Gael. Brigit was an early Irish Christian nun, abbess, and founder of 

several monasteries of nuns, including that of Kildare in Ireland, 

which was considered legendary and was highly revered.    
 

    It is thought that Brigit may have been born in Dundalk, County Louth, Ireland.  

According to her biographers her parents were Dubhthach, a Pagan chieftain of      

Leinster, and Brocca, a Christian Pict and slave who had been baptised by Saint Pat-

rick. Some accounts of her life suggest that Brigit's father was in fact from Lusitania, 

kidnapped by Irish pirates and brought to Ireland to work as a slave, in much the same 

way as Saint Patrick. Many stories also detail Brigit's and her mother's statuses as 

pieces of property belonging to Dubhthach, and the resulting impact on  important parts 

of Brigit's life story. 
  

     From the start, it is clear that Brigit is holy. Before a name had been given to the 

infant, Dubhthach dreamt of three clerics baptising her. One of the clerics told her   
father,  "Let Brigit be your name for the girl".  As she grew older, Brigit performed 

many  miracles, including healing and feeding the poor. 
 

     Between St. Patrick and Brigit, the pillars of the Irish people, there was a great 

friendship of charity that they had but one heart and one mind. Through him and 

through her, Christ performed many great works. 

Miracles during Brigit's lifetime were commonly recorded by those who had witnessed 

them or had some relation to a person who had. In Saint Brigit's case, most of her   

miracles were related to healing and domestic tasks usually attributed to women.         

If Brigit wished or predicted something to occur then it came to pass. 

One of the more commonly told stories was when she went to the King to ask for land 

to build a convent. She asked the king ñwill you give me as much land as my cloak will 

cover?ò  Brigitôs cloak was so small he knew that it would only cover a very small 

piece of land. The king agreed and Brigit spread her cloak on the ground. She asked her 

four friends to hold a corner of the cloak and walk in opposite directions.   
The cloak grew immediately and began to cover many acres of land. The king was  

astonished and he realised that she had been blessed by God. Soon afterwards, the king 

became a Christian and commissioned the construction of the convent.  
 

Brigit was interred at the right of the high altar of Kildare Cathedral, and a costly tomb 

was erected over her.  About the year 878, owing to Scandinavian raids, Brigit's relics 

were taken to Downpatrick, where they were interred in the tomb of  Patrick and 

Columba. The relics of the three saints were discovered in 1185, and on 9 June of the 

following year were reinterred in Down Cathedral.  Over the years her shrine became 

an object of veneration for pilgrims,  especially on her feast day, 1 February. 
 

Patron of - babies; blacksmiths; boatmen; cattle; chicken farmers; dairymaids; dairy 

workers; fugitives; infants; mariners; midwives; milk maids; nuns; poets; poor; poultry 

farmers; poultry raisers; printing presses; sailors; scholars; travellers; watermen. 
 

                                                                                           Source - www.wikipedia.com  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patron_saint
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Patrick
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columba
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nun
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kildare
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dundalk
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/County_Louth
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pagan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leinster
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Picts
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Patrick
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Patrick
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lusitania
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kildare_Cathedral
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Down_Cathedral


                           

 

20 
 

 13 

 
Treasurerõs Report and Comments 

                                                                

A s I write this at the start of December I am going to stick my neck 
out and forecast that we will "balance the books" at St Michael's 

Church for another year. This is thanks to the generosity of our      
members and a lot of hard work by many people.  Not only will the    
balance be achieved but we will also fulfil our target for the Laborne 
Window  appeal and will have reached the target for the Borenga Roof 
appeal....not bad at all.   A donation was received of £5,000 to complete 
the window appeal . . . many thanks to the donor. 

Many things have happened in the last 2 months but the main ones are: 
 

¶ The Musical matinee raised, together with the collection boxes, a 
total of £600 for the Borenga appeal. 

¶ The Johnny Victory concert raised £430 for Church funds. 

¶ Hilary Cotterrill ran a half marathon raising  £288 . . .  well done. 

¶ The excellent Christmas Carol quiz raised £100  thanks Malcolm. 

¶ The Christmas Fayre raise a staggering £1,430.  

          (£460 up on 2012!!) 
    

 A BIG thank-you to all who have worked so hard to raise these monies. 

 

    New Free Will Offering envelopes have been distributed and we are 
very grateful to those who use them.  

    If, however, you wish to donate by standing order instead, then 
please have a word with me or either of the Church Wardens. 

    Apologies if I have missed anything or anyone and thanks again for 
your generosity in 2013. 

    Full details of the year end accounts will be available at the Annual 
General Meeting which will be held later in the year.  

  

                                                                            John Brayshaw 

             

Where charity and love is, there is God.       

St. Michaelõs Adopted Charity 

       for January/February is 

         The Leprosy Mission    

The Leprosy Mission is an international Christian charity  
with almost 140 years of experience serving a population  

of 305 million people in around 30 leprosy-affected countries. 
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     Barratt and David Wilson Homes held a public consultation on the 

22nd Oct. 2013 at St. Michaelôs Church hall.   

     The Community Consultation event was designed to inform local 

residents of óBarratt and David Wilson Homesô intention to build new 

homes at Bradford Road, East Ardsley.  The event was also designed to 

provide the opportunity to review plans and to give local people ideas on 

how the scheme can help meet the needs of the local community.  
 

The exhibition boards displayed at the event can be viewed on - 
 

http://www.johnsonbrook.co.uk/consultations/east-ardsleyconsultation-event 

Safeguarded land 
   

     The site was identified as ósafeguarded landô in the 2001 UDP  

(Leeds Unitary Development Plan).  Safeguarded land is land considered 

suitable for development in the longer term. 

     The 2001 UDP allocated a number of housing sites which where      

re-phased in the 2006 UDP review.  All of the Leeds allocated housing 

sites have been either developed or released for development since 2001. 

Even with these housing allocations, Leeds CC now accepts it has a five 

year housing land supply shortfall and a need to develop Safeguarded 

Land before new allocations are agreed in 2015.  

     Leeds CC has recently assessed this site against its suitability and 

sustainability criteria as part of the emerging work on its next Local Plan 

The site was highly rated and identified as a site which ñhas the greatest 

potential to be allocated for housingò. 

Proposed New Housing 

You are invited to complete an óon lineô questionnaire - 

     Q1: Do you agree that a mix of homes from first time buyer to      

             family homes is suitable for the area? 

     Q2: Do you agree that new affordable homes are needed in the area  

             and that that they should be made available to local people in  

             the first instance? 

     Q3: The scheme includes the development of areas of public open 

space, which will provide for informal leisure use as well as assisting 

with drainage of the site. Do you agree with the location of these areas? 
 

Note: your comments may be included in the Statement of Community 

Involvement Report which accompanies the Planning Application and 

therefore may become available to the general public.  

Personal correspondence cannot be entered in to. 

 19 

 

Thoughts and actions far distant will be shaped by what we do today.      Anon  

St Michaelõs Seekers wish all 

readers a very Happy and 

prosperous New Year 2014

Seekers Youth Group is open to all from 

school Years 6 to 13 inclusive. For more 

information please contact Craig Bardy       

on 01924 458583
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Benefits 

   

Job Creation An average of 90 Full Time Equivalent jobs per annum 

will be generated over the course of an expected 9 year construction   

period. Income earned from this employment will be spent in the local 

economy. 
 

Household Expenditure Impacts The household expenditure generated 

by new residents will see approximately £2.9 million being spent within 

the District each year. This local spend will help to generate new jobs as 

well as supporting existing local jobs in businesses providing household 

goods, household services, transport and service providers. 
 

House Prices The development will address the shortage of housing 

land in the district and its contribution to the supply of new housing. 
  

Construction expenditure The development of circa 370 dwellings will 

require a direct construction spend of £55 million of which a large     

proportion will be spent within the local economy through the manufac-

ture and use of local building materials .  

    Capital expenditure from this development will be investing in the       

    recovery and growth of the local economy. 
 

Other Social Economic Benefits 
 

In addition, monies or other social benefits will find their way into the 

local community through the following sources: 
 

¶ Affordable housing - 15% of dwellings which is circa 56 houses, 

will be made available on a subsidised basis for people on low  

incomes, to be transferred to a social housing provider for long 

term management. 
 

¶ New Homes Bonus- Circa £3 million paid to Leeds City Council 

by the Government for building new homes which can be used to 

support locally determined capital spending priorities. 
 

¶ Council tax - Circa £450,000 Council Tax paid each year by     

residents to Leeds City Council for the provision of local services. 
 

¶ Provision of monies - Provision of monies through including    

payments to provide for additional school places, public open 

spaces and local transport projects. 
 

                                    Source:  http://www.johnsonbrook.co.uk/consultations/ 
 

The Proposed Masterplan is shown overleaf  ð> 

Proposed New Housing 
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